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“A monument is erected 

but because a person lived.”



–

– iv….ix



dreds of individual’s graves in this county. 



Mr. Lester’s Magnum Opus is nothing short of monumental.  It is not easy to gain access to many of these 
historic family burial sites.  By the time of Mr. Lester’s survey (1970’s) numerous plots were long left

and property owners who did not care about the burial sites of McDonough County’s brave pioneers.  
ty’s historical legacy and these final resting gardens.

Lester’s tombstone records give names and dates of children, whose lives were brief, but would otherwise be 

Lester’s document will provide information on all cemetery restoration projects. 

Any changes made to Mr. Lester’s original work was done in blue color font.  His maps were scanned and 

Mr. Lester’s rare typo errors are corrected but n
fly editing of any “Notes, Corrections, Additions, and Changes” found at the end of every cemetery.  This was 
Mr. Lester’s intent to produce a working document and improve accuracy about the inform
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(Also inscribed on above stone: “William Allison and Margaret Eakle, born in Augusta Co., VA; married Oct
l., 1852.”)
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Fannie, wife of Dan’l; d. Jun 2, 1877; age 28y 10m 12d.    (NE)
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HIRE (Cont’d):
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(Inscribed on her stone: “For many long years with sightless eyes, I patiently trod the way of light; and now,
from out the rending skies, I wait the command, receive thy sight.”)

–

–
–

–

–
–

–

–

–

–
–

–

–

–

–



–
–
–

–
–

–
–

–
–

–

–
–

–
–

–
–

–



–
–

–
Levica Martin, wife of Sam’l; 1861 –

–

Sallie, dau of Sam’l & Caroline; d. Oct 14, 1880; age 16y 11m 6d.    (NE)
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– IL Vols; Yate’s Sharpshooters.    (SE)
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Sarah, wife of Sam’l; 1821 –
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86): “Mary E. Nichols was born in Louden 

–

Kansas.”

Ida L. (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Jun 12, 1884): “Mrs. John George of Hire 
of Benj. Boyd.”



Ebenezer (Obit, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Jun 17, 1886): “Ebenezer Hicks died last Saturday in 

is survived by his wife and a daughter, Mrs. B. F. Irish, and 2 sons.”

George (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Jan 13, 1881): “George Hire, who was one of the 

named for him.  He was a soldier in the War of 1812.”

R.W.; (Obit, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Jan 27, 1887): “Robert Lyon of

died at his residence near Friendship Church.”

Andrew J. (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Feb 2, 1888): “A. J. Martin, son of Widow 
artin, residing near Friendship Church in Hire township, died last Wednesday…..”



Berthena (Obit, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Jan 3, 1884): “Mrs. Berthena Oakes died Dec 26

years.  She is survived by her husband and 1 daughter, 10 children having preceded her in death.”

(Death notice from The Macomb Journal, Sep 2, 1886): “The daughter of N.E. Simmons of 
Hancock Co. died Monday.”



HIRE, Geo.; 1812; Pvt, Army; Goldsberry’s Capt Humphills; Jan 7,  1881.

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7emajorville/friendship/knoedler_george.html


The “West” section of the Friendship Cemetery is also known as the Mourning Cemetery.  These notes 

“A l A faithful friend, is buried here.”

(Daughter by John’s 2

10.  Hannah Ball Mourning; d. 1838.    (Hannah’s tombstone made and engraved by her husband reads):
“Remember friends as you pass by, As you are now so once was I,

so you will be, Prepare for death and follow me.”
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“John McClure of Tennessee Township, died 
Tuesday aged 35 years.  He was a son of R.F. McClure.”

U.F. (Obit, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Apr 21, 1887): “Fullerton McClure, an old citizen of Tennessee 

in 1846.  He was a brother of Rutherford McClure of Tennessee Township.  He never married.”



WHITE (Cont’d): beth (Obit, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Aug 25, 1887): “Elizabeth, wife of Stephen A. 

Tennessee township…..”

Susan F. (Death notice from The Macomb Journal, Aug 4, 1881): “Mrs. Sam’l White, living between Tennessee 

Mr. White; both are sons of Stephen White.  Mrs. White was formerly Miss Berford.”

–

–

  

http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/14384158/person/1123166801/story


–

’ 1.13” ’ 12.3”W

their children were buried here during the 1800’s.  Dye was murdered in May 1854, at his farm home 

1960’s, out

–



NOTE: Footstones, containing the following initials, were also located:  “M.E”, “L.P.W.”, “C.C.P”, “L.E.P”

 

–

younger than 10 of James’ children.  James was a very wealthy man at the time of his death
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County) about 1839, known then as St. Simon’s.   About 1857, St. Mary’s church was erected in 

was established in the 1850’s; its present condition is relati
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William; (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Apr 29, 1886): “Mr. 

and had been a resident of Tennessee since 1865.”

1884): “Miss Kate Nester died March 12
She was the first of a large family to die.”

Samuel D.; (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Aug 27, 1885): “Sam’l Pulliam died at his 

township 40 years age.”

notice from The Macomb Journal, Jul 3, 1884): “Thomas Rutledge of Tennessee 

children.  He has been a long resident of this place.”
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