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“A monument is erected 

but because a person lived.”



–

– iv….ix



impossible to determine the locations of hundreds of individual’s graves in this county. 



Mr. Lester’s Magnum Opus is nothing short of monumental.
historic family burial sites.  By the time of Mr. Lester’s survey (1970’s) numerous plots were long left 

nd property owners who did not care about the burial sites of McDonough County’s brave pioneers.  
Thankfully, we now (2012) have laws to protect our county’s historical legacy and these final resting gardens.

Lester’s tombstone records give names and dates of children, whose lives were brief, but would otherwi

Lester’s document will provide information on all

Any changes made to Mr. Lester’s original work was done in blue color font.  His maps were scanned and 

Mr. Lester’s rare typo errors are corrected but not displayed in blue.  This MS Word document allows on
fly editing of any “Notes, Corrections, Additions, and Changes” found at the end of every cemetery.  This was 
Mr. Lester’s intent to produce a working document and improve accuracy about the information on those 
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Mary A. Fentem, wife of Sam’l; Jun 21, 1852 –

–
Nancy Abell, wife of Sam’l; d. Jul 27, 1877; age 85y 7m 7d.    (SE)
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(Latter 3 were children on Sam’l & Mary A. Moon).
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MURRAY (Cont’d):
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“Our Infant Children”; (no names nor dates).    (SW)
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WELCH (Cont’d):
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1884): “William McCord died at the residence of hi

buried Monday in the Argyle burial ground.” (NOTE: Another Wm. McCord lived in the Blandinsville area; he was 

Jesse E. (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Oct 6, 1881): “A daughter of Miles Murray died last 
week.”

James Riley (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Feb 17, 1881): “Riley

daughter of Mrs. Askew of this city.”



William (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Mar 17, 1887): “William Nelson died at his 

years and leaves a widow and several children, among whom is Mrs. Henry Lansdown…..”

Charles H. (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Feb 14, 1884): “Chas. Thorp,
for burial.”

J.R. (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Dec 6, 1883): “Jefferson Welch, one of the oldest se

survives….”



WELCH (Cont’d): Mary D. (d. 1887) (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Nov 17, 1887): “Mrs. 

nton, Albert Welch of Colchester and Mrs. Emma Norris…..”.

, 1883): “Mrs. Hattie Welch, wife of Elijah Welch, 

was born and raised in Emmet township…..”

“Taylor Welch of Emmet township was 

d 3 children, 2 of whom have died; the surviving child is less than 3 years of age…..”
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– Oct 27, 1972.  “And Hunter is Home From the Hill.”    (NE)
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LEWIS (Cont’d):
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John E.; d. Mar 15, 1863; “A private of Co. “F”, 34



–

Matie E. (Obit, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Oct 23, 1976): “Mrs. Mattie E. Hughes, 86, of 
l….born Aug 29, 1890, in Norton Co. KA, to John and Mary 

Jane (Lewis) Simmons…..married Dec 1912, to William Woodford Hughes; had a son, William J…..” Mrs. Hughes 

from The Macomb Journal, Aug 26, 1886): “Mrs. Matilda Ann 

….”

Joshua (Obit, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Feb 22, 1883): “Joshua Simmons died at his home in Emmet 

H. Simmons, both of Norton Center, Kansas; Mrs. Ann Rominger of Wetherford, Texas.”

Fidilia (Obit, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Feb 23, 1888): “Mrs. Fidelia White died this Monday at 

married and has lived in Emmet township ever since……”



30’ 52.14” N 44’ 37.36” W   Elevation 691’

–
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–
– Mar 20, 1906   Corp. Co “D”, ILL. Inf.

– –



–

isn’t this James?)

Was this May 1, 1898 and daughter’s name Gertie E.?)

–

Journal, Dec 18, 1884):  “James D. Simmons died at his 

aged 17 years …..”

natives of KY; his mother’s maiden name was McDonald.  John J. Simmons was married and died in Macomb.



Rowan’s parents were Joel Simmons (1807 1899).  Rowan’s wife, Sarah Elizabeth 
–



The cemetery sign project is supported by Niemann’s County Market and Pepsi, the McDonough County 
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e name “Esther A.”; the 

—

–

Ann’s family has farmed this property for many years, and she 

A sophisticated “poking” between these two groups might r


