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“A monument is erected 

but because a person lived.”



–

– iv….ix



impossible to determine the locations of hundreds of individual’s graves in this county. 



Mr. Lester’s Magnum Opus is nothing short of monumental.  It is not easy to gain access to many of these 
Mr. Lester’s survey (1970’s) numerous plots were long left 

and property owners who did not care about the burial sites of McDonough County’s brave pioneer
Thankfully, we now (2012) have laws to protect our county’s historical legacy and these final resting gardens.

Lester’s tombstone records give names and dates of children, whose lives were brief, but would otherwise be 

Lester’s document will provide information on all cemetery restoration projects. 

Any changes made to Mr. Lester’s original work was done in 

Mr. Lester’s rare typo errors are corrected but not displayed in blue.  This MS Word document allows on
fly editing of any “Notes, Corrections, Additions, and Changes” found at the end of every cemetery.  This was 
Mr. Lester’s intent to produ

http://graveyards.com/graveyards/IL/McDonough
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William, son of W. & M.; d. Jul 25, 1847; age 19y 2m; Pvt., McConnel’s Co., 1

–

David & Alva were sons of Samuel & Jane R. Clayton; Sam’l was b. in PA in 1828; son of Wm. & Margaret; in 
1871, Sam’l was living on
near the site of the Clayton Graveyard.  Sam’l  & Jane had the following children, in addition to David & Alva:  Wm. 
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Rebecca, wife of Sam’l; d. Mar 11
–

–
–

–

–

–

O’DELL:
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William; d. Jul 30, 1867; Lt Kiser’s Co Ohio Mil., War of 1812.    (NC)
–

–

–
–

–
–

–
–

–
–

(NOTE:  Inscribed on this stone: “In Memory of John F. O’Dell and his wife Amanda J.”
–

–

–

–
–
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BURNHAM (Cont’d):
:  “Paul G. Burnham died 

was 38 years, 1 month, and 22 days old…… The remains were taken to his home, one mile west of Doddsville….. 

Armstrong, also in Honolulu…..”

) was a son of Dr. J.W. Donnally who was a Doddsville physician during the 1870’s.



1866) was born in Dayton, OH and moved to this area in the 1830’s.

1900) (Death notice, in part, from the Bardolph News, Mar 14, 1900): “Mrs. Rebecca 
Messmore died at the home of her son, A.A. Messmore, of Macomb…..of Bright’s disease, at the age of 77 years.
interment beside her husband who died about 13 years ago.”



Patterson later operated a barber shop and restaurant on Main St. in Industry during the 1870;s and 1880’s.

l, Mar 13, 1913):  “Joseph 

the time of his death….. He was born Nov 25

with tuberculosis…..”

M.M. was a physician in Rushville, IL in the 1870’s and 1880’s.

was named in Mr. Manlove’s will, dated Aug 16, 1833.

Walker, a daughter of Andrew Walker; moved to this area in the 1830’s.  Darius appears on the 1840 county tax 

south of here in section 4, Littleton Twp. Schuyler Co.  Darius and his wife’s children were all born in IL.  They 



RUNKLE (Cont’d):

“Mrs. R.B. Thompson died at the residence of her brother
1891….born in Industry Twp., Sep 5, 1845…..maiden name was Smiley.  In Dec 1

something of the character of paralysis…..”

1912) (Obit, it part, from The Macomb Daily Journal, Apr 15, 1912): “Grace Legg 

enrolled in Knox College, Galesburg, from which college she graduated in June, 1907….Deceased was united in 

Runkle….”.
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This old cemetery was established in the 1830’s and is currently loc

plaque that reads as follows:  “Erected in honor of the pioneers who cleared away the 
forests and destroyed the abiding places of the wild beasts so that civilization might occupy the land.”

S.E. (No headstone located; initials “SEB” located on a footstone).

–

–

–
–

–
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1840’s “Mormon War.”  He was a county commissioner during the 1840’s.

prior to 1840; served during the “Mormon War”; md. in this county; his wife, Elizabeth, born in 1826 in IL; they 

e Veteran’s Reserve Corps.

el Twp.  Mr. McComsey served from this county during the “Mormon War.”  He appears as #704 on 

was a native of Greenup Co. KY.  They had 9 children: Mary E., James L., John T., Sam’l B., William D., Andrew N., 
Anna, and two that died at early ages.  After, Sarah’s death in 1870, Russell md. Eliza Jane Lucas on Feb 2, 1871; 

“Mormon War” in the 1840’s.  He md. Lorren McClure in this county.

moved to this county with parents in 1830’s; md. Wm. Thompson and lived on section 10, Bethel Twp.; had 10 
children: Mary E., John T., Charles, George, Sam’l G., Rozella, Sarah J., Franklin L., Alice, and William.



“Mormon War”.

.  John & Jane had 7 children: Melissa, Margaret, Sam’l, John, Eli, Jane, & Mary Ann.  The family 
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Thomas J.; b. Monroe Co. KY, Mar 15, 1810; d. Sep 27, 1875; age 65y 6m 12d. “Emigrated to this county in 
1829”

–

–
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maiden name was Smith.  John & Mary’s children included:  Jacob S., E

individual was located.  Alonzo’s obit, in part, is from The Macomb Daily Journal, Jul 27, 1918):  “Alonzo Curtis 
Smith died this morning….. at the home of his mother in Industry Township.  Although he had been ill with 

age was 40 years, 7 months, and 10 days …. Interment in the Pennington Cemetery near Industry ….. son of 

sister, Mrs. Myrtle Dunivent of Industry.  Two sisters are deceased…..”.

J. (Mrs. Sam’l Allison); Fannie (Mrs. John Gibson); Charles B.; James C.; John M.; and Mahala (Mrs. E. Avery).



TUGGLE (Cont’d):
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Other than its general location and it’s locally known name, no information can be presented 

ccess to the grounds.  A number of Pruitt’s lived in this 
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Barbara A. “Ginsy”; May 9, 1925 – pper part of stone; inscribed:  “Irish Eyes
Are Smiling.”    (E)
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J.E. “Whitey”; 1903 –
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STONEKING (Cont’d):
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Leroy C. “Bud”; Sep 4, 1914 –
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1872), b. in VA; wife, Sarah, b. in VA about 1835; 2 children b. in VA in the 1850’s: 

Twp. in the 1870’s.  Levina (Pyle) Stoneking was born in Green Co. PA.

1921):  “Hiram Stoneking died at his home in Bethel township at 11:22 this morning, aged 46 years and 5 
months …. Deceased had been ailing with rheumatism for some time …… Friday he commenced to be afflicted 

rheumatic trouble …. Deceased was one of the best known men in the south part of the
in Bethel Township where he was born and lived all of his life ….. elected assessor of Bethel township ….. 
survived by his wife, three sons and two daughters.”



STONEKING (Cont’d)

1936) b. in Bethel Twp., a daughter of Wesley Carey; mother’s maiden name was 
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about 1857.  James’ mother, Nancy Johnson, died the same day as James, also in Bethel Twp.  She was 72 years 

1918), wife of James. (Obit, in part, from The Macomb Daily Journal, Mar 8, 1918): “Fannie Van 

October.  Death was due to old age and heart trouble ….. She was united in marriage Aug 16, 1855, to James A. 

….. are Serilda Taylor of Macomb; George and Lewis,  Bethel township; and Mathew of Aledo.  Also a 
grandchildren survive ….. The body was laid to rest beside her husband in the 

Vawter Cemetery ……”
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stone with the initials “JTL”).

–
–

–
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nal, Dec 24, 1924): “Steve Willey, well known 
resident of Macomb, died of heart trouble at 4 o’clock this morning at the Ira Wheeler home, 1120 E. Wheeler 
street, age 81 years ….. Deceased was born in 1838, in Bethel township, and resided in Colchester bef

Galesburg.”

–
–


