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“A monument is erected

but because a person lived.”



–
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impossible to determine the locations of hundreds of individual’s graves in this county. 



Mr. Lester’s Magnum Opus is nothing short of monumental.  It is not easy to gain access to many of these 
Lester’s survey (1970’s) numerous plots were long left 

and property owners who did not care about the burial sites of McDonough County’s brave pioneers.  
hankfully, we now (2012) have laws to protect our county’s historical legacy and these final resting gardens.

Lester’s tombstone records give names and dates of children, whose lives were brief, but would otherwise be 

Lester’s document will provide information on all cemetery restoration projects. 

Any changes made to Mr. Lester’s original work was done in blue 

Mr. Lester’s rare typo errors are corrected but not displayed in blue.  This MS Word document allows on
fly editing of any “Notes, Corrections, Additions, and Changes” found at the end of every cemetery.  This was 
Mr. Lester’s intent to produce a 
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Matthew; (no dates).  Government marker, Co “A”, 16

–

(On a single stone containing Lloyd & Byron’s names is inscribed “Three Infants – Our Darling Babes”; 

–

–
–



Alice; inscribed on her stone, “This Stone was Erected by James Stewart – –
of his Mother  who died Aug 31, 1875; age 80y 15d.”.    (WC)

“All Are Gone”).



Single stone reads, “In Memory of Grandma, Aunt Betty, Uncle John”.    (SW)

–

–

–



tookey; they both natives of Ross Co. OH; Stookey’s had 6 children 

–
–

–
–

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=10360045


d in Schuyler county in the 1850’s; her mother lived in Scott 

Thomas, Jr. (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Mar 3, 1881): “Thomas Parker, of Hire township; 
in the Cedar Creek Churchyard.”

Laura A. (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal Apr 28, 1887): “Mrs. Laura C. Robinson 

ter as a child.  Burial was Monday in Colchester.”

William D. (Death notice from The Macomb Journal): “”Journal reported that “John” Spicer, lad from 
Colchester, fell between railroad cars, ran over and killed.”

The Macomb Journal, Mar 10, 1881): “Michael Stookey died yesterday in Sciota township; burial at Tennessee 
township.”

nda (Obit, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Dec 1, 1887): “Mrs. Lucinda Stookey, a resident of the 2

burial in the Colchester Cemetery…..”



STOOKEY (Cont’d):

Jane Hannah (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Jun 5, 1880): “Died on Monday, May 
of Colchester.”
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(A single long, narrow stone lying in the southeast portion of this cemetery contains the name “Vest”

–
–

–

–

Jane Ann; (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Mar 10, 1881): “Mrs. Boyd
Winship, died in Colchester township last Friday.”

Valentine B.; (Obit, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Mar 27, 1884): “Valentine B. Clayton was born 

– –
brother of W.W. Clayton of Colchester township…..”



1870’s; while living in Bushnell, two of their child
buried at Bushnell Cemtery; the Hunt family moved to Kingman Co. KA in the 1870’s.  (NOTE: More on Samuel 
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William (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Jan 8, 1885): “William Hill, an aged citizen of 
Lamoine township, died Saturday….”

Lavina (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Mar 2, 1882): “The wife of Rev. Wm. Welch of 

the week previous….”   Lavina; 
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Andrew Jackson, “Jack”; 1849 
–

–
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–
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Isaac; (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Feb 22, 1883): “Isaac McCowan, an old 
County, died at his home 2.5 miles southeast of Colchester yesterday.”
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Aaron; (no dates); Pvt. Pettengill’s Co. 16 NY Mil, War of 1812.

–



STEVENS (Cont’d): William D. (Obit, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Apr 23, 1885): “William D. Stevens died at 

died.”
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