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but because a person lived.”
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impossible to determine the locations of hundreds of individual’s graves in this county. 



Mr. Lester’s Magnum Opus is nothing short of monumental.  It is not easy to gain ac
historic family burial sites.  By the time of Mr. Lester’s survey (1970’s) numerous plots were long left 

not care about the burial sites of McDonough County’s brave pioneers.  
Thankfully, we now (2012) have laws to protect our county’s historical legacy and these final resting gardens.

Lester’s tombstone records give names and dates of children, whose lives were brief, but would otherwise be 

Lester’s document will provide information on all cemetery restoration proje

Any changes made to Mr. Lester’s original work was done in blue color font.  His maps were scanned and 

Mr. Lester’s rare typo errors are corrected but not displayed in blue.  This MS Word document allows on
fly editing of any “Notes, Corrections, Additions, and Changes” found a
Mr. Lester’s intent to produce a working document and improve accuracy about the information on those 
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was the daughter of John Lowe; a John Lowe and his wife Isabella died in the late 1870’s and are both buried in 
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Alex’r Murry, wife of Thomas; d. Nov 3, 1863; age 21y 9m.  Inscribed on the stone, “A Native of Scotland”.



‘Bennet, Albert C., son of A. & R.B.; a volunteer of Co. “I”, 78
19y 9m.  To Die for Country and Humanity is Man’s Symbol of Glory.’  The remains of Pvt. Bennett were removed 

–

raised a niece, Jessie Paul.  Andrew’s father, William, died at age 74 at the home of Andrew & Lou.

law’s farm in 

o. and settled in Macomb Twp., on the SW¼ of section.  Mr. Bennett owned 160A there.  By Aaron’s 

“EBB” and “SED”).



the 1860’s.  John later married a Miss Ratekin and moved to NE where he subsequently became a State 
Representative.  Thomas was a Civil War veteran; he enlisted with Co “A”, 84

–

pe; several of Silas’ children, including Cynthia and Linda, attended Prairie Hill School between Macomb 
and Good Hope in the early 1860’s.  A number of the Creel family were long

—

–

1860’s.  Thomas & El

0A of farm land in this county in the late 1800’s.  Lot #25, in the 
Good Hope Cemetery was deeded to Elisha Fergusson in 1892.    NOTE: The spelling of this family’s surname was 



born in Adair Co. KY in May 1802.  Levi’

Balance then bought a farm, in 1837, on section 28, Walnut Grove Twp.  Joseph’s brother, John 

stones or other markers was located.  Harrison’s wife, Rachel, had lived in the Hamilton household for about 7 

–

William was a private during the “Mormon War”.

lexander’s brother, Samuel, also lived in this part of McDonough County and was the first known death in the 
neighborhood in the early 1830’s.  Mr. Harris farmed on his original homestead until his death in 1862.  The Harris 

Mr. & Mrs. Harris’ son, Henry H., entered military service at Bushnell on May 11, 1864; this was a few days before



the 1860’s and 1870’s.  His farm was lo

of the Civil War and served as a private in Co “H” 119

1800’s
Miely’s later moved to Blue Earth, MN.

in Macomb Twp. District #4, Crabb School in the 1860’s.



A partial check of death records on file at the McDonough County Clerk’s Office in Macomb reveal the following 

–

iota Twp.  Eliza S. Heath’s body was moved to the Good Hope Cemetery –



’ ” ’ ”W



–
–



–
–

–
–

–
–

–
–

–
–
–

– 1908.  Co “H” 119
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KEISTER (Cont’d):
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George; d. Oct 2, 1877; age 45y 8m 11d.    Gov’t headstone.    (SW)



–
–

–

–

–
–

–

–
–

dates).  Co “F”, 55

–



H. Isabelle (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Aug 23, 1883): “Mrs. Hannah Ke
of Sam’l Keister of Walnut Grove, died on the 11 , aged 26 years.”
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mid 1800’s.  He was also a member of the Walnut Grove Township Board of Supervisors some time prior to 1877.



–
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Susannah, wife of William; d. Jul 2, 1881; age 87y 6m 28d.  Inscribed on the stone, “Our Grandmother”.



–
–

–
–

–

– –

Jane (d. 1882) (Death notice, in part, from The Macomb Journal, Feb 16, 1882): “Mrs.

years.  Member of Linn Grove Methodist Church.”  Jane was the wife of B.F. Fox who owned 240A in sections 14 & 

–



eb 16, 1882): “Melinda, wife of David Lantz, died 
, inst. at her home near Bushnell, age 64y 10m 3d.  She leaves a husband and 7 children.”



–
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Joseph; (no dates); Co “G”, 1



Mathew; (no dates); Corp Co “F”, 55

–
–



Ephriam; d. Apr 15, 1869; age ?75y 10m?; Pvt. Bosley’s Co. 6



–
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(Above children’s names all contained a single stone with the additional inscription, “Children of P. & 
E.A. Hamilton”)
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and served with Co “C”, 151

moved to McDonough Co. with other members of the Walker family in the early 1830’s.  William W. was born 

store in Macomb for several years.  Elizabeth’s father was James Walker, a former resident of Adair Co. KY.

farmed there till moving to this county in 1843.  The Booth’s had 10 children, 3 dying in infancy.  Other children 



BOOTH (Cont’d):
with Co “F” 55

organizing the Shiloh Presbyterian Church in the area of his home.  This was in 1839 and the Church’s original 

1830’s.  He is also credited with the 
establishment of the first Sunday School in the county, that being on Camp Creek; he was also Walnut Grove’s 

1840’s.  His daughter, Jane L. 
Walker, also died of that disease a few days after Alexander’s death.

Walnut Grove Twp.  The elder Early’s died in 



– 1906.  Government headstone reads: “Capt., Co “A”, 10 MO Inf.”  Charles Allen 

The elder  Mr. Gilchrist served as postmaster at Hill’s Grove for a number of years and was McDonough Co. 

1862 and served with Co “I”, 78
–

Co “I”, 137

section 34, Walnut Grove Twp.  He was a Civil War veteran, having served with Co “K”, 39

married Edward Hunt.  Nathan’s mother died and his father married, in 1865, to Mrs. Mary Sandidge Clark, 
e.  The second Mrs. Lindsay’s first husband, Edward, had previously 

died.  Jonah, Nathan’s father, died Jan 29, 1873, at his home in Prairie City Twp.  (Philena headstone broken and 



Benjamin and Hannah Hayhurst who farmed in Emmet Twp.  Mrs. McKee’s mother and a sister, Margaret, died 

1840’s and settled in Eldorado Twp.  (See WOLFE and SANDIDGE).

time.  He served as a private in Co “D”, 28



lack’s then moved onto their own nearby 

tionary War.  Joshua Sandidge and his family moved to IL in the 1840’s and 

was survived by his widow and 2 daughters.  Samantha Lindsay Sandidge’s father, Nathan, and Margaret Lindsay 

21, Walnut Grove Twp. and in the late 1800’s owned nearly 300A in that area.  He and his wife had 9 children: 

the State of TN.  The Kepple’s settled in this county about the same time as the Snapp’s and farmed in the same 

his parent’s home a few years.  He later moved to Bushnell and operated a drug store with his brother and retired 
about 1883.  John’s wife, Sarah, was a native of OH.  T.H. Spicer, an
Good Hope; in 1907, he was a resident of that town and was a member of the McDonough Co. Old Settler’s 



the army in Oct 1864 and served with Co “A”, 12

native of NC, on Mar 22, 1790.  The elder Walker’s had 11 children: Joseph Gilmer; Cyrus; David; Abner; Cynthia; 

–
d surviving children moved to IL and lived a few months near Clary’s Grove in Sangamon Co.  

Walker.  Quintas was born in Adair Co. KY, about 3 miles south of Columbia in 1814.  His father’s first wife, 

interred here.  The name on the stone adjoining Andrew’s is obscured; however, it is undoubtedly that of 



WALKER (Cont’d):


